
This summary details a query letter and accompanying materials from poet Emily Isaacson, 
proposing her poetry book "Storm Watcher" for publication, along with her biography, 
publication history, and details about her writing career. 

Publication Proposal for Storm Watcher 

Emily Isaacson is seeking publication for her poetry book titled Storm Watcher, which features 
sonnet sequences inspired by the works of J.W.  Waterhouse. The collection aims to resonate 
with readers who appreciate vivid imagery and compelling narratives in poetry. 

 The book consists of 228 pages and 37,825 words. 
 It targets adult readers interested in poetry. 
 The poems explore themes related to strong female characters, including figures like 

Cleopatra and Juliet. 
 Isaacson has over 35 years of writing experience and has published approximately 16 

books. 

Author Background and Experience 

Emily Isaacson is a seasoned poet with a rich history in writing and publishing, known for her 
lyrical and imaginative style.  Her work reflects her deep connection to Canadian culture and 
nature. 

 She has published 16 books, including poetry collections and a children's book. 
 Isaacson has approximately 4,000 copies of her works in print. 
 Her poetry is catalogued in the US Library of Congress, and she holds copyright for all 

her poems.  
 She has received multiple nominations for literary awards, showcasing her recognition 

in the arts community. 

Notable Works and Recent Publications 

Isaacson's recent works include Odes and Love in the Time of Plague, both released in 2022, and 
Ageless Confessions under a pseudonym. Her poetry often intertwines personal experiences 
with broader themes. 

 Odes was released on September 23, 2023. 
 Ageless Confessions was published on November 18, 2022.  
 Love in the Time of Plague was released on October 22, 2022.  
 Her works have been launched at various venues, including Clearbrook Library and 

Mission Art Gallery. 

  



Artistic Contributions and Community Involvement 

Isaacson actively engages with the community through her poetry and art, contributing to local 
galleries and literary societies.  Her work often reflects themes of compassion and 
understanding. 

 She has served on the Board of Directors for the Fraser Valley Poets Society and Mission 
Art Gallery.  

 Isaacson has created multimedia videos and blogs to showcase her poetry.  
 She has received positive feedback from various artists and community leaders 

regarding her work's impact. 
 Her poetry often addresses social issues, such as homelessness and spirituality. 

Awards and Recognition 

Emily Isaacson has been nominated for several awards, highlighting her contributions to the 
literary arts.  These nominations reflect her influence and dedication to her craft. 

 Nominated for the Community Achievement Award in 2010. 
 Nominated for the Outstanding Artist in Literary Arts Award in 2013 and 2021.  
 Nominated for the Christine Caldwell Outstanding Arts Advocate Award in 2015.  
 Nominated for the Lifestyle in Art Award in 2020. 

Childhood Memories and Family Life 

The text reflects on the author's childhood experiences, emphasizing the importance of 
storytelling, reading, and family dynamics. It highlights the nurturing environment created by 
the author's parents, particularly through bedtime stories and creative pursuits.  

 The author recalls her father reading fairy tales and Bible stories to the children every 
night.  

 The family home was filled with antiques, including a significant couch with history.  
 The author enjoyed writing poetry and creating her own books from a young age. 
 The family engaged in various income-generating activities, including raising rabbits for 

food. 
 The author describes her childhood home in Victoria, filled with flowers and a strong 

sense of community. 

Influence of Education and Literature 

The author discusses her educational journey and the profound impact of literature on her life. 
This section illustrates how her early exposure to reading and writing shaped her identity as a 
poet. 



 The author was introduced to French literature in Grade 2, which sparked her interest in 
writing. 

 She wrote extensively during high school, often prioritizing writing over homework.  
 The local librarian played a crucial role in guiding her literary interests.  
 The author published her first poem in Grade 8, which gave her a sense of respect as a 

writer. 
 She began writing songs at age nine and had two songs published by the time she 

graduated from university.  

Family Background and Cultural Context 

This section provides insight into the author's family background, including her parents' 
education and their roles in shaping her upbringing. It also touches on the cultural context of 
growing up in Canada during the 1970s and 1980s. 

 The author's parents were educated at Fuller Seminary, with her mother being one of 
the few women there. 

 They moved from Ontario to Victoria, where the author experienced a significant 
change in environment. 

 The family lived in a Manse, where the author was encouraged to explore the arts. 
 The author was taught to read at an early age, demonstrating her parents' commitment 

to education.  
 The cultural backdrop included a blend of Canadian traditions and British influences. 

Artistic Development and Writing Journey 

The author reflects on her artistic development, detailing her journey as a poet and songwriter. 
This section highlights her evolution in writing styles and the influences that shaped her work. 

 The author began writing poetry at age ten and continued to develop her voice over the 
years.  

 She initially wrote in free verse before transitioning to rhyming poems and sonnets.  
 The author studied various poets to refine her craft, including Shakespeare and 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning. 
 Her first poetry collection was published at age thirty-five, marking a significant 

milestone in her writing career.  
 The author emphasizes the importance of maximalism in her poetry, contrasting it with 

minimalism. 

Themes of Loss and Restoration 

This section explores the themes of loss and restoration, particularly in relation to the Notre 
Dame fire and its impact on the author. It reflects on the emotional and spiritual responses to 
such events. 



 The author wrote a series of poems inspired by the Notre Dame fire, reflecting on 
shared loss and trauma.  

 The poems aim to capture the spiritual redemption that can arise from destruction.  
 The author employs the requiem form to explore themes of death and remembrance.  
 The collection includes sonnets and sequences that delve into memorable female 

images and historical figures.  
 The author seeks to convey a sense of hope and renewal through her poetry. 

Connection to Art and Nature 

The author discusses her deep connection to art and nature, illustrating how these elements 
inspire her poetry. This section emphasizes the interplay between the natural world and artistic 
expression. 

 The author draws inspiration from the paintings of J.W.  Waterhouse, focusing on 
women in poetry and myth. 

 Many poems in the collection are ekphrastic, responding to visual art and music.  
 The author describes her experiences in nature, highlighting the beauty and complexity 

of the environment. 
 She reflects on the significance of gardens and flowers in her life and writing. 
 The interplay of art, nature, and poetry serves as a foundation for her creative process. 

Conclusion and Invitation to Readers 

In the conclusion, the author invites readers to engage with her poetry and reflect on their own 
experiences. This section emphasizes the transformative power of art and the shared human 
experience. 

 The author expresses a desire for her poems to guide and inspire readers. 
 She highlights the importance of personal gardens and the beauty of everyday 

moments. 
 The text concludes with a message of peace and connection through poetry. 
 The author encourages readers to find solace and inspiration in their own lives. 
 The overarching theme is one of hope, resilience, and the enduring power of creativity. 

Requiem of the Bells 

The poem reflects on the beauty and significance of church bells ringing on a bright Sunday, 
symbolizing hope and community. It intertwines themes of faith, charity, and the connection 
between the divine and the earthly. 

 The old bell ringer raises his arms in joy, signaling the start of worship. 
 The bells symbolize a call to the community, bringing warmth and solace to the cold. 



 Deborah, a character in the poem, represents the poor and needy, seeking comfort and 
forgiveness.  

 The church community, including farmers, bakers, and clergy, responds to the bell's call 
with generosity. 

 The imagery of doves and the sound of bells create a serene atmosphere of worship and 
reflection.  

Requiem for a Gothic Spire (Notre Dame) 

This piece mourns the loss of Notre Dame, emphasizing its historical and spiritual significance. It 
captures the essence of faith, resilience, and the beauty of Gothic architecture. 

 The spire symbolizes hope and divine connection, rising above the River Seine. 
 The church's vibrant colors and intricate designs reflect its rich history and artistry. 
 The poem laments the destruction caused by fire, representing a loss of cultural 

heritage. 
 It highlights the enduring spirit of the community and their connection to the sacred 

space. 
 The imagery of nature and the elements intertwines with the church's legacy, 

emphasizing its timelessness. 

Requiem for a Solitary Unicorn 

This poem explores the mythical unicorn as a symbol of purity and hope, intertwined with 
themes of prophecy and divine presence. It reflects on the unicorn's role in guarding sacred 
truths and the quest for redemption. 

 The unicorn represents a connection to the divine and the promise of salvation. 
 Its presence in a rustic stable signifies humility and the birth of new beginnings. 
 The poem emphasizes the importance of faith and the search for meaning in a chaotic 

world. 
 The imagery of nature and celestial signs enhances the mystical quality of the unicorn's 

existence. 
 The unicorn's solitude reflects the challenges of maintaining purity in a flawed world. 

Requiem for an Aging Sea 

This piece reflects on the aging sea, symbolizing the passage of time and the impact of human 
actions on nature.  It evokes a sense of nostalgia and a call to protect the environment. 

 The sea is portrayed as a first love, representing beauty and adventure. 
 The poem laments the environmental degradation and loss of marine life. 
 It emphasizes the connection between humanity and the ocean, urging for preservation. 
 The imagery of sailors and their dreams highlights the sea's allure and danger. 



 The aging sea serves as a metaphor for the consequences of neglect and exploitation. 

Requiem for a Royal Rose  

This poem celebrates the life and legacy of a royal figure, intertwining themes of love, duty, and 
the passage of time. It reflects on the beauty of relationships and the weight of responsibility. 

 The royal rose symbolizes beauty, love, and the burdens of nobility. 
 The poem captures the essence of familial ties and the importance of legacy. 
 It emphasizes the sacrifices made for love and duty within a royal context. 
 The imagery of gardens and nature enhances the theme of growth and renewal. 
 The royal figure's journey reflects the complexities of life and the inevitability of change. 

Requiem for the Queen’s Swan 

This piece explores the symbolism of swans as faithful creatures, representing love and loyalty.  
It reflects on the relationship between nature and humanity, emphasizing the need for 
protection and reverence. 

 Swans symbolize fidelity and the beauty of committed relationships.  
 The poem highlights the importance of protecting wildlife and their habitats. 
 The imagery of the Queen’s pond evokes a sense of tranquility and grace. 
 It emphasizes the connection between humans and nature, urging for stewardship. 
 The swan's plight reflects broader themes of vulnerability and resilience. 

Requiem of the Lilith 

This poem delves into the character of Lilith, exploring themes of femininity, power, and 
societal perceptions. It reflects on the complexities of womanhood and the struggle for 
autonomy. 

 Lilith is portrayed as a misunderstood figure, embodying strength and independence. 
 The poem challenges traditional narratives surrounding femininity and power. 
 It emphasizes the importance of self-acceptance and embracing one's identity. 
 The imagery of nature and the supernatural enhances the mystical quality of Lilith's 

character. 
 The poem serves as a commentary on societal expectations and the quest for freedom. 

Requiem of the Siren 

This piece reflects on the allure and danger of sirens, symbolizing temptation and the 
complexities of desire. It explores the relationship between beauty and peril in the natural 
world. 



 Sirens represent the duality of attraction and danger, captivating yet treacherous. 
 The poem emphasizes the power of nature and its impact on human emotions. 
 Imagery of the sea and its creatures enhances the theme of enchantment. 
 The siren's song serves as a metaphor for the seductive nature of desire. 
 The poem warns of the consequences of succumbing to temptation. 

Requiem of the Waterflower 

This poem captures the beauty and tranquility of a wedding by the river, symbolizing love and 
new beginnings. It reflects on the connection between nature and human experiences. 

 The waterflower represents purity and the beauty of love. 
 The imagery of the river and surrounding nature enhances the romantic atmosphere. 
 The poem emphasizes the significance of community and shared celebrations. 
 It captures the essence of renewal and the joy of new beginnings. 
 The wedding serves as a metaphor for unity and the intertwining of lives. 

Requiem for a King’s Coronation March 

This piece reflects on the grandeur and significance of a royal coronation, symbolizing hope and 
unity. It captures the emotions and traditions surrounding such an important event. 

 The coronation represents a new beginning and the promise of leadership. 
 The poem emphasizes the connection between the monarchy and the people. 
 Imagery of nature and celebration enhances the festive atmosphere. 
 It captures the emotions of anticipation and hope for the future. 
 The coronation serves as a reminder of the responsibilities of leadership. 

Requiem for Bear Manor 

This poem reflects on the beauty and tranquility of Bear Manor, symbolizing a connection to 
nature and the passage of time. It captures the essence of memories and the importance of 
place. 

 Bear Manor represents a sanctuary of peace and reflection. 
 The imagery of nature enhances the sense of nostalgia and beauty. 
 The poem emphasizes the importance of preserving memories and heritage. 
 It captures the essence of community and shared experiences. 
 The manor serves as a metaphor for the passage of time and the cycles of life. 

Requiem of Ophelia 

This piece explores the character of Ophelia, reflecting on themes of innocence, love, and 
tragedy. It captures the complexities of her emotions and the impact of her environment. 



 Ophelia symbolizes innocence and the fragility of life. 
 The poem emphasizes the beauty of nature and its connection to her emotions. 
 It captures the tragedy of her circumstances and the weight of societal expectations. 
 The imagery of flowers and water enhances the theme of purity and loss. 
 Ophelia's journey reflects the struggles of womanhood and the quest for identity. 

Requiem of Astolat 

This poem reflects on the character of Astolat, exploring themes of love, longing, and the 
complexities of relationships. It captures the essence of her emotions and the impact of her 
choices. 

 Astolat’s Elaine symbolizes unrequited love and the pain of longing. 
 The poem emphasizes the beauty of her character and the depth of her emotions. 
 It captures the complexities of relationships and the impact of societal expectations. 
 The imagery of nature enhances the theme of love and loss. 
 Elaine’s journey reflects the struggles of navigating love and desire. 

Gather Ye Rosebuds While Ye May: Requiem of the Wild Rose  

This piece celebrates the beauty and resilience of the wild rose, symbolizing strength and the 
importance of nurturing nature. It reflects on the connection between humanity and the 
natural world. 

 The wild rose represents beauty, resilience, and the importance of nature. 
 The poem emphasizes the significance of nurturing and protecting the environment. 
 Imagery of flowers and gardens enhances the theme of growth and renewal. 
 It captures the essence of community and shared experiences in nature. 
 The wild rose serves as a metaphor for the strength and beauty of life. 

Requiem of Cinderella 

This poem tells the story of Cinderella, exploring themes of resilience, hope, and the 
transformative power of love. It captures the essence of her journey from hardship to 
happiness. 

 Cinderella symbolizes resilience and the power of hope. 
 The poem emphasizes the importance of kindness and inner beauty. 
 It captures the transformative power of love and the joy of new beginnings. 
 Imagery of nature and magic enhances the theme of transformation. 
 Cinderella's journey reflects the struggles of overcoming adversity. 

  



Requiem of Juliet 

This piece reflects on the tragic love story of Juliet, exploring themes of passion, fate, and the 
consequences of love. It captures the essence of her emotions and the impact of societal 
expectations. 

 Juliet symbolizes passionate love and the struggles of youth. 
 The poem emphasizes the impact of societal expectations on personal choices. 
 It captures the tragedy of love and the consequences of fate. 
 Imagery of nature and romance enhances the theme of longing and desire. 
 Juliet's journey reflects the complexities of love and the quest for identity. 

Requiem of Cleopatra as Told to Mark Antony 

This poem explores the life of Cleopatra, reflecting on themes of power, love, and the 
complexities of leadership. It captures the essence of her character and the impact of her 
choices. 

 Cleopatra symbolizes power, beauty, and the complexities of leadership. 
 The poem emphasizes the significance of her relationships and alliances. 
 It captures the struggles of navigating love and ambition in a male-dominated world. 
 Imagery of nature and luxury enhances the theme of opulence and desire. 
 Cleopatra's journey reflects the challenges of maintaining power and identity. 

The Story of Miranda's Isolation 

Miranda, raised on a deserted island by her father Prospero, experiences a life devoid of human 
connection until a shipwreck brings new people to her shores.  Her innocence and compassion 
shine through as she navigates her father's controlling nature and her budding feelings for 
Ferdinand, a prince. 

 Miranda is isolated on a desert isle, raised by her father, Prospero, and his spirit servant, 
Ariel.  

 She has no memory of other people and longs for connection. 
 Prospero conjures a tempest to bring shipwrecked royals to the island, including 

Ferdinand. 
 Miranda's beauty and kindness captivate Ferdinand, despite her father's initial 

disapproval. 
 Prospero tests Ferdinand's love for Miranda, leading to a romantic bond between the 

two.  

  



The North Wind's Tale of Transformation 

The narrative follows the North Wind's influence on a mortal princess, who transforms from a 
carefree girl into a powerful figure through her trials and tribulations. Her journey reflects 
themes of love, motherhood, and the struggle against oppressive forces. 

 The North Wind, Boreas, abducts a mortal princess, leading to her transformation into a 
goddess. 

 She bears two sons, the Boreads, who become heroes. 
 The princess's daughters grow into strong women, defying the North Wind's cold grasp. 
 The Boreads confront and defeat the Harpies, rescuing their brother-in-law, Phineus. 
 The tale emphasizes resilience and the power of love against adversity. 

Circe's Journey of Power and Love 

Circe, a powerful sorceress, navigates her isolation on the island of Aiaia, where she learns to 
harness her magical abilities.  Her relationships with mortals, particularly Odysseus, shape her 
identity and lead to profound transformations. 

 Circe is banished to Aiaia, where she cultivates her magical skills and transforms her 
surroundings. 

 She initially turns sailors into pigs but later helps Odysseus and his men. 
 Circe falls in love with Odysseus, leading to a year-long relationship. 
 She gives birth to their son, Telegonus, and struggles with her protective instincts.  
 The narrative explores themes of motherhood, love, and the consequences of power. 

The Poet's Reflection on Redemption  

The poet reflects on his journey of faith and love, drawing parallels between his life and the 
story of Moss, a woman embodying purity and hope. Their intertwined fates highlight the 
transformative power of love and redemption. 

 The poet feels disconnected from divine inspiration during a cold winter night. 
 He admires Moss, a symbol of purity, and imagines her as a saintly figure. 
 Moss experiences a spiritual awakening, leading to her redemption and marriage to the 

poet. 
 Their life together is filled with love, family, and shared values. 
 The poet's reflections emphasize the importance of faith and the beauty of human 

connection. 
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